As part of this mission, Inside the Station was inaugurated in December 2012, taking thousands of visitors on an interactive journey inside Princess Elisabeth Antarctica, the world's first zero emission polar research station. Visitors experienced living and working in Antarctica, and learned about polar science and the continuing evolution of the wind and solar-powered centre for international polar scientific research.
Meanwhile, in Antarctica, the 2011-2012 and 2012-2013 austral summers saw the International Polar Foundation team at Princess Elisabeth Antarctica welcome scientists from Belgium, Europe and around the world, who came to Antarctica for polar scientific research, crucial for broadening knowledge of our planet.
While the scientists carried out their work in the field -the station team prepared for out major upgrades to the structure of the station, as well as remodeled its water treatment system and further developing its zero emission energy sources, and smart grid technologies.
In 2012, the International Polar Foundation also focused on communicating climate issues and promoting acceptance of renewable energy amongst EU citizens, via the internationalization of the Class Zero Emission initiative, which engages hundreds of school age children and teachers on polar science, climate change, and our everyday use of energy.
Throughout the year the Foundation team presented its mission, and the Princess Elisabeth Antarctica project during financial, educational and scientific fora, and within projects and initiatives in Europe and around the world. The Foundation highlighted the role of polar science, and the need for an intelligent, considered global response to climate change, such as the reduction in our use of fossil fuels
The successful Arctic Futures Symposium, held in Brussels in October 2012, bore witness Foundation's support for increased EU engagement and responsibility in Arctic issues, and that international cooperation between all stakeholders is the way forward to achieving sustainable Arctic policies.
In 2013, the International Polar Foundation will further develop its projects, and continue to demonstrate that the climate challenge can be met through goodwill and collaboration between civil society, business and governments, and that it is possible to achieve a low carbon society without compromising our collective or individual wellbeing. 6 
THE INTERNATIONAL POLAR FOUNDATION: CONNECTING SCIENCE AND SOCIETY
The International Polar Foundation supports polar scientific research for the advancement of knowledge, the promotion of informed action on climate change, and the development of a sustainable society.
The Foundation was created with the objective of providing a novel interface between science and society, and was recognised by Belgian Royal Statute as a foundation for the public good in 2002. It seeks to bring about a keener appreciation of the role of science, particularly research in the Polar Regions, through a re-examination of the planet's interconnections, its fragility, the impact of human actions on the environment, and the evolution of millennial climate cycles.
As we advance through the 21st century, there is an urgent need to find coherent responses to questions concerning our relationship with the Earth, with particular regard to climate change. The impact of human activities on the finite, fragile biosphere on which we depend for survival has disturbed natural cycles. The future depends on our ability to objectively unravel the complexity of natural variations and to analyse the risks of a deviation. This heightened understanding will enable us to make a rapid and intelligent response to the unprecedented situations that humanity currently faces. The longer we wait before taking substantive action, the more limited our choices.
Researchers in the Polar Regions are actively trying to fill gaps in knowledge that will address the uncertainties surrounding the pace, magnitude and direction of change related to global warming.
Painstaking research on the polar ice caps of Antarctica and Greenland has yielded evidence of the causal link between human-related carbon dioxide emissions, mean surface temperature, and climate change.
Even better tools are now needed to further assess future risks from warming phenomena, which could accelerate the melt of polar ice sheets and cause sea levels to rise.
The dual function of the Arctic's sea ice also has a part to play. Its particular sensitivity to warming trends on the planet make it both an early warning system and a reflective shield that keeps warming partially in check.
Due to the crucial role of the Poles in regulating the Earth's heat balance, it is necessary to sustain scientific efforts towards understanding these mechanisms, and to facilitate the transmission of the latest scientific findings to the wider public. To this end, the International Polar Foundation supports the efforts of the global scientific community by providing new tools for disseminating and communicating research findings, and by leveraging support for research infrastructure and activities. 
STATION MAINTENANCE
Amongst the 2012-2013 maintenance projects at Princess Elisabeth Antarctica was the complete refurbishing and reinforcement of the station's entrance hall the technical areas. While the main building is positioned on a granite ridge, both entrance hall and the technical areas are integrated into the ice. After extensive work by the Princess Elisabeth team, the entrance hall is now mounted on flexible foundations and reinforced against the pressure of the moving Antarctic ice cap for the next twenty years.
The team also carried out remodelling of the station's water treatment system, turning it into one of the most advanced in Antarctica. The station's membrane bioreactor is a unique prototype installation, based on space technology, which can provide a recycled water supply for 20-30 people. A new 30-meter high Antenna mast for radio communications was installed, along with a new model of wind turbine for on-site testing. .
ANTARCTICA
The International Polar Foundation is the Belgian Polar Secretariat's appointed Antarctic operator and manager of the revolutionary zero emission Princess Elisabeth Antarctica station, providing logistics and infrastructure support to scientists from the international research community who come to work in Antarctica.
BELARE 2011-2012
For the 2011-2012 season, the Princess Elisabeth Antarctica team provided professional support to 20 geologists, glaciologists, microbiologists, seismologists and meteorologists from Belgium, Germany, Japan and the US, ensuring they could work smoothly and safely in the harsh Antarctic conditions, in what would be the most logistically demanding season since operations began in 2008. In addition, further development of the Antarctic station's energy efficient zero emission systems was carried out, including an upgrade to higher capacity storage batteries, producing an estimated 25% increase in capacity.
BELARE 2012-2013
For the 2012-2013 BELARE season, Princess Elisabeth Antarctica was set to welcome 30 scientists working in the fields of atmospheric science, glaciology, meteorology, geology, and microbiology, from several different countries, including Belgium, Germany and Japan. 
POLAREDUCATORS WORKSHOP
Prior to the Montreal meeting, the International Polar Foundation facilitated two workshops on experiments related to the consequences of melting of land and sea ice at a two-day professional development workshop, PolarEDUCATORS.
POLAR EDUCATORS INTERNATIONAL
The Foundation's Sandra Vanhove became a member of the steering committee of a new global professional network founded in 2012 for those that educate in, for, and about the Polar Regions, Polar Educators International -a legacy project of the International Polar Year.
APECS
In October 2012, the Foundation's Education team presented the scientific and "zero emission" aspects of Princess Elisabeth Antarctica to young polar scientists during two events organised by APECS (Association of Polar Early Career Scientists).
POLAR QUEST
During the 2011-2012 Antarctic season, Belgian schoolteacher Koen Meirlaen spent a month at Princess Elisabeth Antarctica, where communicated the work of polar scientists to students back in Belgium, at Leiepoort Deinze Campus Sint-Hendrik School after they won the Polar Quest contest, by designing a project increase awareness of teachers, parents and students on sustainable development.
ITALIAN SUMMER SCHOOL
The Foundation participated in the second edition of the Polar Summer School for teachers, organized by the Italian Museo Nazionale dell'Antartide between 16th and 20th of July 2012. This agreement is for one year but has been negotiated already to be extent for another year.
• Michel de Wouters and IPF have recruited Guy Lundy, former CEO of Accelerate Cape Town, to pursue the development of the local public and corporate network.
•
We had extensive meetings with authorities and organizations to discuss the project.
We realized that the concept of the PCCO should be adapted to the local profile but also to the actual global economic situation. We put the focus of creating partnership with other parties who could be present in the PCCO or on the Jetty.
• Meeting in Johannesburg with SKA, Square Kilometer Array, gigantic astronomy project allotted to South Africa in April 2012. This project is a multi-billion Rand project to be set in the Karoo desert. They are highly interested to have a visibility in Cape Town. A synergy with PCCO looks a strong opportunity for them but also for IPF with a heavy local partnership linked to Science, to Education and with an "dream" and popular interest.
• Visit and meeting with the CEO of the Maropeng Museum near Johannesburg.
Very interesting experience and an unconventional approach of what should be a attraction.
• Visit and meetings with the CEO of the Interesting analyze of what is an attraction in Cape Town.
Importance of new indoor attractions which are missing in CPT.
The Cable Way is a private company and their development is limited today because they are submitted to environmental and heritage restriction.
They are potentially interested to work with us.
• Different meetings with potential VIP's or media figures in South Africa to discuss about "paarainage".
• From the last term of 2012, IPF has rent an office in Waterfront. We needed a place to work and to welcome visitors.
• Meeting with University of Western Cape and their new department for Hydrogen energy research. Also willing to be part of the project.
• Permanent consultance with ARUP, GAPP and V&A Waterfront to update the strategy and work about the concept to prepare a general workshop.
•
We have decided that we are ready now to hold a workshop with all the parties involved in the development. The workshop will be held in 2013 with architects, developpers, V&A W, engineering consultants, potential sponsors or investors, field specialists.
OTHER ACTIVITIES

DR REINHARD DREWS RECEIVES INBEV-BAILLET LATOUR ANTARCTICA FELLOWSHIP
On October 3rd 2012, German glaciologist Dr Reinhard Drews received the prestigious €150,000 InBev-Baillet Latour Antarctica Fellowship, from His Royal Highness Prince Philippe of Belgium, for his proposal to investigate how the potential disintegration of Antarctic floating ice shelves could contribute to increased ice flow from glaciers, and a rise in global sea levels.
A joint initiative between the International Polar Foundation and the InBev-Baillet Latour Fund, with the support of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research (SCAR), the InBev-Baillet Latour Antarctica Fellowship promotes science and scientific excellence in Antarctica by young scientists under 35. The fellowship recognises the importance of science carried out in Antarctica for improving the understanding of the Earth system, and encourages scientific research at, or close to Princess Elisabeth Antarctica.
Under the Fellowship, Dr. Drews will carry out two field campaigns in Antarctica. He travelled to Princess Elisabeth Antarctica during the 2012-2013 BELARE season to carry out the first part of his BE:WISE work in the field.
CITY OF GENT RECEIVES INTERNATIONAL POLAR FOUNDATION PRIZE AT BELGIAN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT AWARDS
To mark UN World Environment Day on June 5th 2012, International Polar Foundation president Alain Hubert presented the City of Gent with an award for initiatives that make a significant impact against climate change, for the city project 'From aerial thermography to roof insulation' , as part of the 7th Belgian Energy and Environment Awards..
BRUSSELS' MANNEKEN-PIS BECOMES A POLAR EXPLORER
Brussel's world-famous icon, the mischievous Mannekin-Pis statue of the "little peeing boy", became an Arctic and Antarctic adventurer on October 8th 2012, to mark ten years since the founding of the International Polar Foundation. The statue was dressed in a miniature polar expedition suit presented by Belgian polar explorer and Foundation president Alain Hubert.
CONFERENCES AND PARTICIPATION
The Foundation's staff presented its work at several Belgian and International conferences and events in the course of 2012:
The International Polar Foundation became a member of the Antarctic Ocean Alliance, a coalition that has identified 19 key areas that warrant protection as a network of designated, no-take marine reserves that would cover 40% of Antarctica's Southern Ocean. the guest of its partner SWIFT, giving conferences on "Finance and Climate change" and taking part in the seminars "Innotribe" and "Banks for a Better World". 
POLARFOUNDATION.ORG
The International Polar Foundation's principal website communicates the initiatives, projects, and events, that form the Foundation's mission to connect science and society.
Polarfoundation.org speaks directly to the general public and features movies, picture galleries, news items and press releases.
In 2012, polarfoundation.org served 102,615 pages to 25,312 unique international visitors. The top ten countries were Belgium, United States, United Kingdom, France, Germany, Canada, India, Australia, Switzerland and Spain.
ANTARCTICSTATION.ORG
Featuring the International Polar Foundation's flagship project, Princess Elisabeth Antarctica the world's first zero emission polar research base. The website keeps the general public and the scientific community up-to -date with the day-to-day operations, science projects, and the evolution of the remarkable renewable energy systems and smart grid being used at the station.
ONLINE OUTREACH
The site features regular news updates and picture galleries videos, project updates, as well as interviews with team members and international polar re-searchers.
In 2012 
EXPLORAPOLES.ORG
Dedicated to Arctic and Antarctic expeditions, Explorapoles.org uses polar adventures as a means to raise awareness, especially within younger generations, of the Earth's current situation and future fate, and the evolution of our understanding of the Polar Regions.
The website follows polar expeditions in the Arctic (from mid-February until the end of June) and the Antarctic (from mid-November until the end of February), and has already covered hundreds of expeditions and featured many accomplished polar explorers. In 2012, ExploraPoles.org delivered 70,768 pages to 24,789 unique visitors, mainly from the United Kingdom, United States, Australia, France, Canada, Germany, Belgium, Norway, Italy and Spain.
MEDIA RELATIONS
Raising the international media profile of the International Polar Foundation Princess Elisabeth Antarctica and Arctic Futures was a major goal for the communications team in 2012. This project was set in train during spring and summer 2012, and came to fruition during the 2012-2013 BELARE season, with high levels of coverage in national and international media, not only in Belgium, but also in EU media in Brussels, the Netherlands, Brazil, Germany, Russia, China, France, Italy, the USA, Canada, Australia, China, Taiwan, New Zealand, Monaco, Ireland and the UK, and others.
This enlarged global awareness of the Foundation and Princess Elisabeth Antarctica has lead to new relationships with media worldwide, and has led to the Foundation become a "go to" source for journalists on polar issues.
SOCIAL MEDIA
The International Polar Foundation took a bold step forward into the world of social media in 2012, quickly establishing strong presences on Twitter, Facebook and Google+, with the Foundation, Princess Elisabeth Antarctica, SciencePoles, EducaPoles and ExploraPoles all being represented on Twitter.
As a result of the social media development, the work of the International Polar Foundation, including its operations at Princess Elisabeth Antarctica, are reaching many thousands of people who were previously unaware of the Foundation's work. This includes the media and the general public, while the Twitter accounts in particular are seeing strong connections developing with peers, such as polar scientists, the energy sector, academic institutions, NGOs and polar explorers, who have been enthusiastically "retweeting" the Foundation's message to their followers, all over the world.
